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Constructors and 
Magic Methods

COMP110 - CL20Today starts as a Paper + Pencil or Tablet + 
Pencil day... please keep laptops stowed away!



Warm-up: Respond to questions on GradeScope and then Diagram
This will be today's attendance submission. Individual submissions!





Notes on Constructors and the __init__ Method



Example of __init__
The opening warm-up diagram could be idiomatically achieved as follows

Original

Idiomatic with __init__ for Construction

Special method called during 
construction. (Note: Two 

underscores on both sides.)

Notice in the 
constructor call, we are 
passing arguments to 
the special __init__ 

method.



Diagram the code listing





Diagram the code listing



Code Follow Along
Making use of __str__ and __repr__ Magic "Dunder" Methods



Motivations for Classes and OOP

Modularity

Encapsulation

Modeling and Abstraction


